
CABINET 
21 JULY 2022 

 
APPENDIX 1 

MAKING THE STONE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

Wards covered: Stone Castle, Stone House 
 
1. Summary 
 
1.1 This is a Key Decision as it is significant in terms of its effects on communities 

living or working in an area of the Borough comprising two or more wards. 
 

1.2 An independent Examiner considered the Stone Neighbourhood Plan and 
recommended modifications which were accepted by the Borough Council.  The 
Stone Neighbourhood Plan was then updated by the Parish Council.  On 26 May 
2022, a referendum of eligible electors living in the Neighbourhood Area was held 
on whether they wished the Plan to be used by the Borough Council to help it 
decide planning applications in the area.  89% of those who voted in the 
referendum agreed. 

2.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1  That the Stone Neighbourhood Plan be made, and form a part of the 

Development Plan for Dartford Borough. 

2.2  That the Borough Council determines planning applications in the Stone 
Neighbourhood Area in accordance with the Stone Neighbourhood Plan and 
other parts of the Development Plan, unless material considerations indicate 
otherwise. 

 
3.  Background and Discussion  
 
3.1. The formal response to the public consultation on the draft Stone 

Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) was agreed at the meeting of Cabinet 
held on 27 May 2021 [Min.No. 8].  On completion of the public 
consultation, an independent Examiner was appointed to carry out an 
Examination of the Plan.  As there had been some changes to the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in July 2021, the Examiner 
requested that there be a further two week targeted consultation on the 
implications of the revised NPPF on the Plan.  This took place in 
September 2021. 

3.2. Stone Parish Council and the Borough Council received the Examiner’s 
Report (the Report) on 13 January 2022.  This is attached as Appendix 
A.  The Report recommended some modifications to the Plan.  The 
recommended modifications included: the rewriting of policy GS4 (St 
Clements Way buffer); additional references to the designation of a 
green corridor along London Road and to detailed action plans in policy 
HW1 (Trees, shrubs and air quality); reference to first making affordable 
rented homes available to those who satisfy the local connection 
requirements on the Council’s housing register in policy H2 (Local 
housing); additional text on conserving and enhancing the heritage asset 
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for policy LI2 (Stone Castle); and deleting procedural policies D1 
(Planning application and consultation requirements) and D2 (Design 
and Development Information).  Subject to the modifications, the Report 
concluded that the modified Plan could go forward to a referendum. 

3.3. The Council considered the Examiner’s proposed modifications and 
justifications and responded to each of them.  This is attached as 
Appendix B.  On 18 February 2022, the Head of Planning Services, 
under planning sub-delegations, having consulted the Chairs of the 
Cabinet and Development Control Board, decided to accept the 
Examiner’s recommendations that the modified Plan could go forward to 
a referendum.  A decision statement to this effect was published on the 
Borough Council’s and Stone Parish Council’s websites (see Appendix 
C).  Stone Parish Council updated the Neighbourhood Plan to include all 
the modifications and this was the version that was available for the 
referendum (see Appendix D). 

3.4. The referendum of those on the election register in the Neighbourhood 
Area took place on 26 May 2022.  They were asked “Do you want 
Dartford Borough Council to use Stone Neighbourhood Plan to help it 
decide planning applications in the Stone Neighbourhood Area?”  720 
electors voted yes and 85 electors voted no.  This means that 89% of 
voters were in favour of the Stone Neighbourhood Plan.  The overall 
turnout was 8.7%. 

3.5. Where a referendum results in a majority Yes vote (i.e. over 50% plus 
1), the Borough Council must make the Neighbourhood Plan as soon as 
reasonably practicable after the referendum is held, and, in any event, 
within 8 weeks of the day after the referendum (38A (4) of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). 

3.6. Once made, the Stone Neighbourhood Plan is adopted and will become 
part of the Development Plan for Dartford Borough.  This means that it 
will have the same status as the adopted Dartford Local Plan documents 
(currently the Core Strategy 2011 and the Development Policies Plan 
2017) and the adopted Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan (currently 
the Kent Minerals and Waste Plan 2013-30 and the Kent Mineral Sites 
Plan 2013-30).  In accordance with section 38(6) of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, as amended, the Borough Council will 
determine planning applications in accordance with the Development 
Plan, unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 

4.  Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 
4.1 The Borough Council’s Corporate Plan includes a number of relevant 

strategic objectives: 
 Develop a network of useable green space as an asset for each 

neighbourhood 
 Reduce carbon emissions and improve air quality in the Borough 
 Ensure a high quality street scene 
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5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments 
 
Financial Implications No implications. 
Legal Implications No implications.  
Public Sector Equality 
Duty 

A Customer Access Review has been undertaken.  
It found that the designation of Local Green 
Spaces and the protection and improvement of 
Stone Recreation Ground will have positive 
impacts for children.  The support for accessible 
and wheelchair user dwellings and care homes will 
have positive impacts for older and disabled 
people.  It did not find any negative impacts on 
protected characteristics. 

Crime & Disorder Duty No implications. 
Climate Impact 
Assessment 

A Climate Change Impact Assessment has been 
undertaken. It found that the Stone 
Neighbourhood Plan should help to ensure that 
climate change impacts are minimised by 
supporting active travel (including through the 
protection and improvement of walking and cycling 
routes), the use of low emission vehicles and 
improvements at Stone Crossing station.  It should 
also help to adapt to climate change by ensuring 
the protection, provision and improvement of 
green spaces and the protection and 
enhancement of the London Road green corridor. 

Staffing Implications No implications. 
Administrative 
Implications 

No implications.  

Risk Assessment No uncertainties and/or constraints 
 
6. Details of Exempt Information Category 
 

Not applicable 
 
7. Appendices 
 

Appendix A – Examiner’s Report 
Appendix B – Recommended Modifications and DBC’s Response 
Appendix C – Decision Statement 
Appendix D – Stone Neighbourhood Plan 
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BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 

Documents consulted Report Author Section and 
Directorate 

Exempt 
Information 
Category 

 
 Stone Neighbourhood Plan 

Referendum Version 
Andrea Wright 
 

Planning Policy, 
Planning 
Services  
Growth and 
Community 
Directorate 

N/A 

 Stone Neighbourhood Plan 
Examiner’s Report 

Andrea Wright 
 

Planning Policy, 
Planning 
Services  
Growth and 
Community 
Directorate 

N/A 

 Stone Neighbourhood Plan 
Decision Statement 

Andrea Wright 
 

Planning Policy, 
Planning 
Services  
Growth and 
Community 
Directorate 

N/A 

 Customer Access Review of 
the Stone Neighbourhood 
Plan 

Andrea Wright 
 

Planning Policy, 
Planning 
Services  
Growth and 
Community 
Directorate 

N/A 

 Climate Change Impact 
Assessment of the Stone 
Neighbourhood Plan 

Andrea Wright 
 

Planning Policy, 
Planning 
Services  
Growth and 
Community 
Directorate 

N/A 

 
 


